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New stamp mislabels apatosaurus as brontosaurus. 


Dinosaur Stamp Has Wrong Name 


A first grader just learning to 
read has discovered a $250,000 er- 
ror made by the U.S. Postal Serv- 
ice. Christine Harbster of 
Chandler, Ariz., found a misnamed 
dinosaur in a set of new 25-cent 
stamps issued last month. 

Apatosaurus, a huge plant-eat- 
ing creature with a long neck, was 


labeled brontosaurus. Reprinting © 


60 million stamps with the right 
scientific label might cost as much 
as $250,000, says an expert with 
the Postal Service. 

The Postal Service says it la- 


School Dropouts 
Lose Licenses 


If you drop out of school, you may 
not be allowed to drive for a while. 
Five states have passed laws pe- 
nalizing dropouts by making them 
wait until they are 18 years old to 
obtain a driver’s license. Lawmak- 
ers in other states are also consid- 
ering such laws. 

An Illinois Congressman has of- 
fered a bill that would carry the 


beled the dinosaur as a brontosau- 
rus on purpose. More people know 
that dinosaur as a brontosaurus 
than as an apatosaurus, said the 
Postal Service. — | 
When their fossils were found 
over 100 years ago, apatosaurus 
and brontosaurus were believed to 


be separate species. Scientists 
chose apatosaurus as the species’ 


name. The renaming of brontosau- 
rus came in the early 1970’s. 

Many dinosaur experts now crit- 
icize the Postal Service for spread- 
ing dinosaur misinformation. 


“no school—no license” idea to 
every state. | 

. Florida’s top education official 
called such laws “an excellent tool 
for parents to use to encourage 
their children to stay in school.” 

Civil rights groups disagree. 

They say the law is clearly illegal 
because it punishes students who 
have committed no crime. Some 
teachers are also critical of the law. 
They say students who can’t stand 
school will be forced to remain, and 
they may become troublesome. 


News Update 


Rescuers Find 
Boy Lost in Mine 


Joshua Dennis, 10, went on a 
mine-exploring trip recently with 
several other Boy Scouts and his 
dad, the scoutmaster. Somehow he 
became separated from the group. 

When it was time to leave, 
Joshua could not be found. As 
darkness fell, the situation became 
serious. Joshua’s dad and the oth- 
ers searched the mine frantically. 
Trained rescue teams, including 
dogs, were called in to help. 

After four days of searching, 
members of the rescue team feared 
that Joshua might not be found. 

On the fifth day two rescuers 
from the local power company and 
a local historian decided to make 
one last search of an area checked 
many times during the previous 
days. Suddenly, they heard a faint 
whisper—a weak cry for help. One 
rescuer scrambled toward the 
sound coming from a hidden pocket 
in the mine face. There he found 
Joshua waiting bravely for rescue. 

A doctor found Joshua in good 
condition except for frostbitten feet 
and a need for water. - 

Officials said the mine would be 
sealed to prevent a similar mishap 
with an ending not so happy. 


—AP/Wide World Photo 


‘Joshua Dennis beams after rescue. 
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Where Did 
Columbus Land? 


Where in the Caribbean did 
Christopher Columbus first land in 
1492? 

Historians and scientists have 
proposed many islands in the Ba- 
hamas as the possible landing site. 
Most often mentioned are San Sal- 
vador, formerlyWatlings Island; 
Samana Cay; and Conception Is- 
land. Other islands have also been 
suggested. 

But no one knows for sure where 
Columbus first set foot in the New 
World. 


New Search for Landing Site 
Currently, a new effort is under- 
way to answer the question. The 
effort is being led by Prof. Steven 
Mitchell, a geology professor at 
California State College at Bakers- 
field. He is searching the Bahama 
islands for clues. | 


Professor Mitchell studies en- 


tries in Columbus’s logbook of his 
journey. Then Mitchell and his 
team try to match Columbus’s de- 
scriptions with what they think the 
islands looked like in 1492. 

The present Bahama islands, 
however, may look vastly different 
from the ones that Columbus saw 
nearly 500 years ago. There are 
many reasons for the differences. 
Storms might have changed the is- 
lands and their coasts. Reefs might 
have built up, changing the shapes 
of the islands. Ponds might have 
dried up or filled in. And humans 
might have drastically altered the 
look of the islands. 


Peek at the Past 

Professor Mitchell’s team tries to 
get a peek into the past in several 
ways. Team members dive to har- 
bor bottoms to collect sediment 
‘samples. These can give evidence 
of a harbor’s depth in Columbus’s 
time. Team members also collect 
samples of vegetation. And they 
look for evidence of Indian villages 
that Columbus reported visiting. 


— photo by Bob Shanley 


Divers take core samples from a harbor bottom to determine how deep the 
harbor was in Columbus's time. 


Recently, the scientists found 
bits of old Spanish pottery on one 
of the islands. They will analyze 
the pottery to see if it came from 
the area of Spain from which Col- 
umbus’s ships sailed. 


Warning for Future 
The researchers also may have a 


warning for the future. They have 


evidence that the Bahamas were 
once covered with rich woodlands, 
such as those now found in the Am- 
azon rain forest. But early settlers 
in the Bahamas cut the trees for 
lumber. They slashed and burned 


forests to make clearings for farms. 
Without rich vegetation, many of 
the islands became hotter and 
drier. 

Many of the world’s rain forests 
are being cut and burned today just 
as rain forests were 500 years ago 
in the Bahamas. 

Professor Mitchell and a team 
will return to the Bahamas next 
spring for further research. Before 
the quincentennial anniversary of 
the event in 1992, they hope to find 
out for certain where Columbus 
landed. 


“We've got to go now,” says Chris, as she takes the 
hand of her younger brother Mike. 

Mike resists for just a second, lingering over a heat- 
ing grate in the sidewalk so that he can warm his 
hands. Then the two of them rush down the icy cold 
streets. They pass holiday shoppers with arms full of 
food for the coming Thanksgiving feasts. 

“Where are they going?” asks Mike. 

“Home. Home for Thanksgiving,” says Chris, as she 
softly squeezes Mike’s hand. _ 

“And where are we going?” asks Mike, as the chil- 
dren head out into a field at the edge of town. 

“Home,” says Chris, trying not to cry. 

“Here we are. Home,” announces Chris as she and 
Mike crawl onto the torn front seat of a rusty car 
that had been abandoned near a highway. Chris pulls 
a worn blanket around Mike to shield him from the 
cold wind blowing through a broken window. 

At that moment, their mother is walking down the 


highway on her way home from her cleaning job. She 


picks up discarded soda bottles and cans. She will 
take the cans to a store for the nickel or dime deposit. 
Even though the temperature is dropping, she de- 


omeless in the US. . . 


cides not to take the children to a city shelter. They 
will stay in the abandoned car for another night— 
Thanksgiving night. “It’s not safe for the children at 
the city shelter,” she says. “They are better off here 
with me than surrounded by drunks and sick people.” 

She is nearly exhausted as she joins her children, 
giving each a smile, a hug, and a kiss. 

“It sure is good to have you home,” says Mike. 


Who Are the Homeless? 

Chris, Mike, and their mother are homeless. They 
are part of a growing number of homeless Americans. 

Experts.disagree about how many people are home- 
less in the U.S. One Government report says that 
there are about 1 million homeless people. But some 
Government leaders say that the number is closer to 
3 million. One reason that it is so difficult to count 
the homeless, and to help them, is that people are 
homeless for many reasons. The homeless include: 

e The Mentally Ill. More than a third of the na- 
tion’s homeless are mentally ill, say experts. About 
20 years ago, doctors thought that new medicines 
would allow mentally ill people to live near-normal 


y 


lives outside mental hospitals. So many mentally ill 
people were released from hospitals. But without 
help, many of them became mentally ill again. 

@ Alcoholics and Drug Addicts. About a third 
of the homeless are alcoholics or drug addicts. 

“There is little that we can do for these people or 
for the mentally ill except to make beds available for 
them when they choose to use them,” says a social 
worker. However, he says, alcoholics, addicts, and the 
mentally ill often scare away other homeless people. 

e Children. The fastest-growing group of home- 
less people is children. Again, experts disagree on the 
exact numbers. But most experts agree that there are 
from 250,000 to 750,000 children of school age who 
live on the streets or in shelters. 

Some homeless children are alone. They have been 
abandoned by parents too drunk, too drugged, or too 
mentally ill to care for them. Others have fled abu- 
sive parents or foster homes. 

Abandoned and runaway children are the easiest 
homeless people to help, say experts. They just need 
a safe home, an education, and a second chance. 

But other children are homeless because one or 


Children (right) are the fastest 
growing group of homeless people in 
the U.S. For many homeless people, 
there is no place to stay except the 
streets (left). 


Vain News 


both of the parents they live with are homeless. 

e Temporarily Homeless. Some of the country’s 
homeless will have homes in a short time. These are 
people who have lost jobs and are looking for new 
ones, or are women who have fled mean husbands. A 
safe place to stay, some job training, and child care 
will help most of these people, say experts. 

e The Poor. Some of the nation’s homeless are 
people who are sick. Some are elderly. Some are 
women unable to work because they have children. 
And many, like Chris and Mike’s mother, are people 
who work. They all share the same problem: They 
don’t have enough money to pay for housing. 

In recent years, nearly 2 million low-rent rooms 
once used by poor people have been destroyed. Mean- 
while, the federal, state, and local governments have 
built only a few new units. As a result, in some cities 
it can take eight years to get a low-rent unit. 

Churches and other organizations have tried to 
help the homeless by building shelters. But there are 
not enough shelters, say experts. So for a growing 
number of men, women, and children, there is often 
no place to stay except on the streets. 


Talk It Out 


Smoking Kills 
By Leon Rosenberg, Ph.D 


Johns Hopkins 
Children’s Center 


Do you know people who have stopped smoking? 
Many people—adults and young people—have quit. 
And many people have decided not to start smoking. 
They know that smoking can harm their heart and 
lungs. Smoking can lead to disease and death. 

Do you and your friends talk about smoking? Lots 
of kids do. The few teens who smoke often do so 
because they think smoking is cool or grown-up. It’s 
not. In fact, nearly half of all adults who have ever 
smoked have quit. And smoking at a young age sets 
a pattern of behavior that can be harmful. 

Maybe what happened to me will help you. When 
I was in the sixth grade, I knew a lot of adults who 
smoked. My dad smoked all day and coughed a lot at 
night. I started smoking when I was 14. I hid my 
cigarettes. All of my friends smoked too. We didn't 
know then what doctors know today: Cigarettes are 
bad for your health. | 

I didn’t stop smoking until I was 32. My father was 
in the hospital with emphysema. That’s an illness 
you can get when your lungs are damaged by smok- 
ing. The illness makes it very hard to breathe and it 
can kill you. When I saw my father in the hospital, I 
threw away my cigarettes. I never smoked again. The 
doctor said I was lucky. My lungs are okay today. 

It’s not easy to stop smoking. Smoking is an addic- 
tion, just like drinking alcohol or taking drugs. The 
best way to quit smoking is never to start. 

Many young people ignore warnings about smok- 
ing. Instead, they believe advertisements that make 
smoking look glamorous. They feel that smoking 
makes them part of the crowd. Smoking makes them 
feel important. : 

What makes you feel important? Only you can de- 
cide. Maybe it’s being physically fit, taking part in 
school athletics, or doing well on a school project. 

Do cigarettes help you with those activities? Do 
cigarettes make you feel important? Probably not. 


REMEMBER: Ads may try to make cigarettes look 
pretty. But cigarettes smell bad, and they make the 
smoker smell bad. And cigarettes can kill. 


— Weekly Reader art 


Sports 


Dexter anisy now feels eomtonabla in a library. 


Manley Says He Can’t Read 


Washington Redskins defensive end Dexter Man- 
ley seemed to have it made. A pro football player 
since 1981, he is the Redskins’ career leader in quar- 
terback sacks and nas helped his team win two Super: 
Bowls. 

But this year, Manley admitted he had a problem. 
He tearfully told a government committee that he 
has been unable to read above a second grade level 


_ for most of his life. 


As a star football player in both high school and 
college, Manley had managed to hide his reading 
problem. He says he took easy courses, and he once 
had his girlfriend write a paper for him. But he never 
graduated from Oklahoma State University. And as 
Manley got older, hiding his problem became harder. 

Finally, Manley says, in 1986 he told his wife that 
he couldn’t read; then he sought help. 

Manley couldn’t read. 


Athletes and Illiteracy 
It wasn’t until he was an adult that Manley learned 
that he has a learning disability. This disability af- 


fects his reading skills. But some athletes without © 


disabilities also have problems reading. 

A recent survey reports that 25 to 30 percent of all 
high school basketball and football players are una- 
ble to read simple sentences. That average is twice 
the national average for high school students. 

Many athletes are not illiterate, but they still have 
problems in school. A government survey shows that 
at over half of the colleges questioned, only about 40 
percent of the football players graduate. 

Now people are starting to look more closely at the 
problem of athletes who are poorly educated. Dexter 
Manley’s brave admission that he had trouble read- 
ing may have helped to start that process. 


—photo by Michael A. Smith/People Weekly © 1989 The Time Inc. 


Magazine Company 


Crazy Over 
Koosh Ball? 


There are footballs and baseballs and 
golf balls and tennis balls. Now...there’s the 
Koosh Ball! 

You won't see teams standing on a playing field 
throwing around a Koosh Ball—at least not yet. But 
you may see a Koosh Ball on the playground or 
even on an adult's desk. The Koosh Ball is one of 
the hottest new toys around—for kids and adults. 


What’s a Koosh Ball? 

Scott Stillinger, the Koosh Ball’s inventor, calls it “a 
rubber ball with manners” because it wont roll or 
bounce away, and it doesn't hurt if it hits you. 

A Koosh Ball is made of 2,000 rubber threads joined 
together at a rubber core. If the threads were laid end 
to end, they would be about 300 feet long! 


Senior Sleuths 


Mr. Ino, the principal at the school that Sleuths 
Ted and Sue attend, calls the Sleuths to his office. 
“Someone broke the glass of our trophy case 
and stole a silver trophy,” Mr. Ino says. ‘| think it’s 

one of these two girls | caught standing by the 
case. The girls—Marie and Jen—are the captains of 
the two teams competing for the trophy.” : 

The Sleuths approach the two girls. 

“| didn't steal the trophy,’’ Marie says as she drib- 
bles a basketball. “Il was in the gym practicing my 
free throws. | heard the glass break, and | came 


Garfield 


Inventor Scott Stillinger (left) and his partner Mark 
Buttons are up to their ears in Koosh Balls. 


otillinger invented the Koosh Ball three years ago. 
He got the idea for the ball while trying to teach his 
kids how to catch a ball. They had trouble catching 
balls that bounce. Stillinger decided to create a 
bounceless ball. The Koosh Ball was his solution. He 
named his creation a Koosh Ball because he thought 
it made a koosh sound when it hit his hand. 

Before he began selling Koosh Balls, Stillinger 
tested them with a lot of kids. He found most kids love 
the soft, washable clumps of rubber. Then he found 
out something else—adults love them too! In fact, 
adults buy.about 40 percent of all Koosh Balls sold. 

Stillinger learned one more thing about Koosh Balls. 
Doctors and therapists say they use Koosh Balls to 
work with hyperactive, blind, or disabled kids. These 
kids seem to like the ball’s soft touch or bright colors. 


} 


outside to see what was happening.” 

Just then the ball Marie has been dribbling hits 
the buckle on her leather shoe and bounces away. 

“What about you?” Sue asks Jen. 

“It wasn’t me,’ Jen replies. ‘| was heading for 
class when | heard someone breaking the glass to 
the trophy case. When | got here, Marie was in the 
hallway.’ 

“Don't worry about your trophy,” Ted says to the 
principal. “I think we've netted your thief.” 

Whom does Ted suspect, and why? 


—OddsOn Products 


by Jim Davis 


— Reprinted by permission of UFS, Inc. 


Skills Page 


Map Reading 


Study the map at left. Then 
complete the following sentences 
by writing in the missing word... 


1. According to the map, Christo- 
pher Columbus set sail from the 
TOAUY DE ee oh 
2. The country that Columbus 
sailed from Was 2003 
The date that Columbus de- 
parted from the Old World was 


is 


The first dry land that Colum- 
bus reached on his voyage was 
in the 2. os lands, 

5. The first land that Columbus 
reached in the New World was > 
in the a s  slandas: 


as 


— Weekly Reader map by Joe Carnicelli 


News Comprehension 


Complete the following'sentences by underlining 
the correct word or words. 


1. 


Five states have passed laws making (married 


_ people, school dropouts, soldiers) wait until they 


are 18 years old to obtain driver’s licenses. 

The U.S. Postal Service recently mislabeled a 
dinosaur on a stamp as a brontosaurus instead 
of correctly labeling it as a (tyrannosaurus, apa- 
tosaurus, pterosaur). 

Joshua Dennis was recently found in (a base- 
ment, a cavern, an abandoned mine), where he 
had been lost for five days. 

Dexter Manley recently told a Government com- 
mittee that he was unable to (throw a baseball, 
read, graduate from high school). 

Christopher Columbus first arrived in the New 
World in the year (1342, 1492, 1776). 
Columbus’s first landfall in the New World was 
at a place that is now part of (the United States, 
the Bahamas, Cuba). 

Some Government leaders say that there may be 
as many as a total of (1, 3, 8) million homeless 
people in the U.S. 

The fastest-growing group of homeless people is 
(drug addicts, children, the mentally ill). 


9. About (one-third, one-half, three-quarters) of the 
nation’s homeless are mentally ill. 
10. In recent years, a total of nearly (20,000; 2 mil- 
lion; 20 million) low-rent rooms once used by the 
poor have been destroyed in the U.S. 


News Vocabulary 


Beside each word in the column at left, write the 
letter of its definition. 


landfall __ a. giving parental care 
quincentennial __ though not related 
illiterate __ b. unable to read or write 
dinosaur __ c. a person addicted to 
fossil __ ss | alcohol 
scramble __ _d. 500th anniversary 
linger __ e. to move or climb quickly 
alcoholic __ f. huge or great in size 
foster __ g. to be slow in leaving 
vast __ h. any of a group of extinct 
reptiles 


i. the preserved remains or 
trace of a plant or animal 

j. land first sighted on a 
voyage or flight 


Happy Thanksgiving from the staff of Weekly Reader. 
The next issue will be dated December 1, 1989, for use that week. 


